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As the First Tradition states "Our common welfare should come 

first: personal recovery depends upon A.A. unity." 

As some of you have heard me say, A.A. has made history! Never 

before in A.A. have alcoholics been through this type of situation. We 

have definitely made many precedence and many firsts!  Zoom meetings, 

outside meetings, and small informal gatherings have gone on to 

continue to carry the message to many alcoholics! We have all come 

together and adapted to the situations of the past year, and I commend 

every single one of you. When the tough get going, we can do anything 

together in unity! 

I want to thank all of you for placing me in this trusted position. 

Please remember that my phone is always answered for any one of you 

that need assistance. Welcome to all that have started new positions in 

the district. Hopefully we all can continue to make a difference in "the 

greatest show on earth’. 

                                                                                                 In Love and Service, 

                                                                     Marcia W., DCM 
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Thank you for sharing your experience, strength and hope! 
HAVE AN IDEA OR STORY TO SHARE? A CELEBRATION?  NEWS OF 
EVENTS?  EMAIL IT TO: editor@aa-swestpa-dist23.org  

 

The Fantastic Year of 2020: A Newly Sober AA’s Perspective 

“The only thing everyone seemed to agree on in 2020 was that they couldn’t wait for it to end. From 

COVID-19 to Carol Baskin, there certainly was a lot of complaining. For me though, the year 2020 will 

forever be held in a different light. 2020 was the best year of my life. It was the year I got sober.” 

My name is Stephanie and I am an alcoholic.  My sobriety date is February 10, 2020.  After 

years of half-efforts availing nothing, I finally conceded that I cannot conquer alcohol on my own. I 

begrudgingly crawled back to a meeting. I got a sponsor.  I got a homegroup.  I had a Big Book and 

started using it.  I was ready to do anything it took.  Then, the pandemic came.   

The last in person meeting I attended was Ligonier Wednesday Night. The topic, not 

coincidentally, was fear. Someone sharing said “am I going to lean into fear, or am I going to lean into 

faith”. Those words resonated within me when our country went on lockdown. 

In a few short weeks, online meetings were up and running all over our district.  I was grateful 

to see the familiar faces from the rooms on my computer screen. For this alcoholic, very early in 

sobriety, it was miraculous; it was essential; it was lifesaving. I remember many people sharing in the 

early days of the quarantine, how hard they thought it would be to be for the newcomer during that 

time. I just kept thinking in horror, “What if I was still out there!?” How would my disease have 

surfaced when I was forced into isolation? Thanks to the miracles of this program, I didn’t have to find 

out. I continued going to AA meetings on Zoom. I even found myself right at home at meetings I 

would never have attended otherwise. I went to meetings while I was at work, alone in my car, and in 

the comfort of my own home. This became my new program.  

I was given opportunities not otherwise available.  The countless leads online being the most 

impactful. Many of the women in our district told of her experience, strength and hope at the 3 o’clock 

hand of AA meeting. My sponsor, grand sponsor, great grand sponsor, and great-great grand sponsor 

all gave their leads on Zoom. It was truly surreal. I attended a lead from Crossing the River of Denial 

and was inspired on a level that was unknown to me before. I learned so much. Even more importantly, 

I took advantage of these opportunities for fellowship in my fragile early days of recovery.  

My AA world became so much bigger and brighter than I ever could have imagined. I owe my 

life today to Alcoholics Anonymous. I owe my sobriety and my peace of mind to those virtual 

meetings. It has been rightly declared “If only our forefathers could only see us now!” So far, our 

Fellowship has shown that there is a way to carry the message no matter what the circumstances. AA 

went to any length to reach the still sick and suffering alcoholic. For that, I am eternally grateful. 

Especially in the year 2020. 

                                                                                                               -Stephanie K. 
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